ALEXANDER’S ENDURING LEGACY!

( What Gabriel Revealed to Us thru Daniel )
A Particularly EVIL Individual Impacts the Experience of the Church of God 
in the Last Days.  He is Also the Focal Character of the 8th Chapter of Daniel. 

What Important Clues to that Situation can we Discern from this Narrative? 
     
                                                        © Rich Traver,  81520-1411,   8-10-05
How does one understand the enigmatic eighth chapter of Daniel?  What was the purpose of this rather incredible prophecy and what point can we glean from it in our time?   Though it clearly identifies Alexander the Great and his imprint on the ancient world, its ultimate subject eluded even Daniel, as the message was not clearly understood by him either!  Even though being given a clear explanation by none other than the archangel Gabriel, certain aspects of the narrative remained concealed.  Daniel finally had to set the matter aside, as instructed in 12:4, as these matters were intended to be sealed up until the time of the end.

As Chapter 7 is a detail magnification of the era described in Daniel 2, verses 34 & 44, so Daniel 8 is a detail magnification of the personality of that ‘little horn’ mentioned in chapter 7 verses 8, 11 & 24-25.  Once we understand this, the point of Chapter 8 becomes more easily understandable.  An earlier article, entitled “The Four Beasts of Daniel 7” addresses the content of that chapter.  But there was an aspect of Daniel 7 that disturbed Daniel greatly.  Here also, in Chapter 8, we see the same anxiety on his part!  (Compare 7:28 with 8:27)  When we come to see what it was that disturbed Daniel, we have a clue to the point of this passage.
Many allege that the four beasts in Daniel 7 are merely a reiteration of the four segments of the great image in Daniel 2.  Many commentaries offer this explanation.   In fact, they are not.   If it were so, wouldn’t Daniel be the first to realize it?  He understood the image in Chapter 2, but not the four beasts of his vision in Chapter 7.  The four segments of Nebuchadnezzar’s image in chapter 2 are the four successive world empires from his day to ours. The three beasts of chapter 7 coalesce to become the fourth Beast.   That fourth Beast is the seventh resurrection of the fourth segment of the image described in chapter 2.  In other words, the final manifestation or resurrection of the Roman Empire.  
Both chapters 2 and 7 converge at the same point in time, but where chapter 2 describes the course of history from Daniel’s day to the present, chapter 7 presents a detail enhancement of the dominant world power in the last days, providing more specific information by which to identify the formation of just the seventh head, the one which is seen having ten horns.  This seventh head comes to be as a result of the actions of these ten horns (kings), but then another ‘little horn’, an eleventh, arises from in among them.  After subduing (suppressing) three of the ten, leaving seven, (7:24) he then becomes regarded as the ‘eighth’. (Re.17:11)  This little horn is presented in other places as being the personal ‘Antichrist’. The identity of this later-rising horn is the ultimate subject of Daniel 8.  Not so much to reveal his personal identity, but that of the putrid religious culture from which he is empowered to emerge!
Troubled Cogitations

In his first introduction to an aspect of this subject, Daniel was greatly troubled.  When given an even more detailed glimpse into the future in chapter 8, he actually passed out.  Upon reviving, and after taking days to recuperate, he went about his daily business, but without ever coming to understand the full implications of what had been revealed to him.  It troubled and intrigued Daniel to his dying day.  This and many other things he was inspired to prophesy.  He was eventually told to ‘move along’, “…Go your way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.” (v.12:9)
This Alexander, the prominent horn of the Greco-Macedonian Empire, identified by Gabriel to Daniel and whose prophetic identity was under-stood even in his own day 
 plays a prominent place in several of Daniels visions, in Chapters 2, 8 and 11.  In Chapter 2, his empire is that third seg-ment of Nebuchadnezzar’s image: the lower torso.  In Chapter 8, we see Alexander’s empire again, from its north-easterly quadrant, affecting the affairs and practices in the Temple.  Then, in Chapter 11, we see political and military rivalries between two of the four divisions of his empire, the north and the south, setting the stage for events in the end time, with the northerly region ultimately becoming predominant.
The extensive conquests of Alexander the Great, and the Greco-Macedonian Empire impacted the world in a very profound and indelible way.  It also impacted the Judeo-Christian religion in ways we have yet to fully recognize.  Though comparatively small, Alexander’s army was invincible.  Yet, it wasn’t military achievement that came to be his legacy.  Rather, it was the culture of the Greek world. Hellenistic Culture spread into those regions that had come under Greek control, shaping the philosophical and especially the religious thought structure from that time to the present!  
What Does this Have to do With US?
But, we need to ask, Why would Alexander the Great’s exploits have any relevance to the Saints of God?   We see a detailed fulfillment of Daniel’s vision in the 1st Century?  Why would Alexander’s conquests and subsequent empire have any further relevance to the Saints of God at the very End Time?   We must conclude there is to be a latter day fulfillment.
Daniel chapter 11 contains a detail magnification of the individual identified generally in Chapter 8.

Chapter 11, as does chapter 8, has dual historical application. One fulfillment was history in Christ’s day!  We have His own word for that.  (Mt. 24:15)
The relevant force that emerged from Hellenistic (Greek) culture was Gnostic philosophy.  It is the modern version of Gnosticism, blended into relig-ion, that provides the climate of hatred against the Truth of God and His Saints who proclaim Truth.
The stage was pre-set for this to happen.  Hellen-istic Gnosticism contaminated the Jewish Religion of the late centuries BC.  Their involvement in Egypt caused that. (The area of the King of the South)
Gnosticism also contaminated the New Testament Church by the time its first generation was dying out, forever altering its ‘accepted’ perceptions.  It was via Rome that that occurred.  (The area of the King of the North)
The following is a read-through of the chapter, with some comments.  As to the identities of the major players, and the historical details, Commen-taries explain these well enough.  Our considera-tion will be the end-time application.

Daniel Chapter 8
   1. In the third year of the reign of king Belshaz-zar a vision appeared unto me, even unto me Dan-iel, after that which appeared unto me at the first.  Here we have something important.  Daniel recog-nizes that there’s a connection with his earlier vision.  The first he refers to is the vision found in Chapter 7, which came to him two years earlier.  (We don’t see a similar correlation expressed be-tween Chapter 7 and Chapter 2, please note.)  But, Chapter 7 regards the end-time Roman Empire’s seventh restoration.  What part does Alexander’s Empire play in that succeeding age?  When we answer this question, we’ll be well on our way toward solving the enigma of Chapter 8.
   2. And I saw in a vision; and it came to pass, when I saw, that I was at Shushan in the palace, which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by the river of Ulai.
   3. Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, be-hold, there stood before the river a ram which had two horns: and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the other, and the higher came up last.  Commentaries identify this Ram as the Medo-
Persian Empire. This Empire corresponds to the 
upper torso of Nebuchadnezzar’s image in Daniel 2.
   4. I saw the ram pushing westward, and north-ward, and southward; so that no beasts might stand before him, neither was there any that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and became great.   A characteristic of the Persian Empire was its unprecedented numerical superiority for that time in history.
   5. And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn between his eyes.  The He Goat is, of course the Greco-Macedonian Empire, with Alex-ander its notable horn. The lower torso of Daniel 2.
   6. And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power.
   7. And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand.  Though much larger numerically, the Persians were poorly led and too cumbersome to be a match for Alexander’s revolutionary tactics.  Historical accounts of these encounters show that the Persians were pathetic, never able to mount an effective counter strike.
   8. Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven.  This we understand as the break-up of Alexander’s empire following his early death.  So, it’s from the setting of one of these post-emergent Hellenistic Empires that our focus individual comes on-scene in the end time.
   9. And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land. Being that this power conquers in a south and east direction, into the Levant (the Jerusalem area), we can locate him being based in an area to the north-west of there: A little horn as opposed to a notable horn.  This fellow is the primary purpose of this vision.  He corresponds to the other beast described in Revelation 13:11-18:  The ‘man of sin’, in 2nd Thessalonians 2:3-12.  The ‘mystery of lawless-ness’ well describes the Gnostic ideas incorporated into this religious system’s theology.  Our anxiety level regarding this ‘beast’ corresponds to and helps explain Daniel’s!   It should.  
   10. And it (this little horn) waxed great, even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them.  A modern day ‘conqueror’ (Nicolaitan) is to effectively do in the end-time religious world what Alexander achieved in the ancient, and what his second century BC manifestation (Antiochus IV (Epiphanes)) 
 did toward the end of the Greek Era.
   11. Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was ta-ken away, and the place of the sanctuary was cast down.   This conquest was and is to be religious, not military!  (The white horse of Revelation 6:2).
   12. And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practised, and prospered.  The host, the peoples of God, are given into repression on account of betrayal.  Those who should’ve remained faithful sold out their ministry and their congregations, seeking the embrace of apostate religion, that hates the Truth and opposes its teaching.  These are surprisingly successful in whatever they set out to do, despite not being under inspiration of God.
   13. Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacri-fice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?  This ‘transgression of desolation’ is a point of commonality with Daniel 11:31-45, and is the reference made by Christ in Matthew 24:15.
   14. And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.  (See the comment with verse 26.)
   15. And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, and sought for the meaning, then, behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a man.
   16. So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision.   Daniel is as-sured that the vision he was given was specifically applicable to the end-time.  That’s fascinating in that so much of this relates directly to events that are verifiably now ancient history, dating to the 4th century BC, only two centuries beyond Daniel’s time.  Our fascination is furthered in the specific fulfillment that came to be in the second century before Christ.  But His comment regarding ‘the abomination of desolation’ in Matthew 24:15, referring to Daniel 8:13, proves that the apparent fulfillment of this prophecy remained yet future! 
   17. And I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision.
   18. Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright.
   19. And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be.
   20. The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia.
   21. And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king.  Clearly, this is Alexander the Great, the king whose conquests established Greece as a world power, and facilitated the spread of Hellenistic culture throughout the known world.
   22. Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his power.  With Alexander’s premature demise, his empire was divided among his four generals.  None of which exhibited the same level of power that he did.
   23. And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up.   Here the narrative shifts to the modern era.  When society couldn’t sink any lower, an authoritarian Gnostic type will emerge on the world scene, ‘mystifying’ the unsuspecting.  (Gnostic can mean: all-knowing: (Grk: gnosos))
   24. And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people.    It is this part of Daniel’s vision that was most troubling to him.  It’s the prospect of the Saints of God being persecuted and destroyed that traumatized and sickened him. (v.27)  This ‘destroyer’ is not powerful except for that power he receives from another entity.  Since his destructive intent is focused on the holy people, it suggests his arena of prime concern is religious.
   25. And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify him-self in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes;..  Another little ‘Epiphanes’, standing against even God, making himself to be all-important with nothing but religious posturing, proclaiming a smooth ‘message of peace’, to the enraptured delight of gullible humanity. …but he shall be broken with-out hand.   An obvious allusion to the ‘stone cut out without hands’ that will shatter the final world empire at Christ’s return. Being an enabler of the Beast Power, its demise will come with the same event that destroys its political counterpart and benefactor.
   26. And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days.  Some suggest this interval was 2300 days (prophe-tic years), others that it is 1150 days/years, in that there are two daily sacrifices each day, one in the morning and one in the evening.  Our challenge is to identify which it is and when the interval begins.  Apparently, the beginning of this interval was well beyond Daniel’s day.
   27. And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did the king's business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it.

Greece or Rome?
Now, the alert reader will notice an apparent anomaly in this prophecy.  We know the restored Roman Empire will be the dominant world power at this point in time.  That from Daniel 2.  But Alexander’s empire was Greece, not Rome. The one prior to Rome.  It’s the ‘ten toes’ of Rome’s final manifestation that will take the strike of the ‘stone cut out without hands’ referred to above.  (Dan. 2:34)
We need to recognize that while Rome is the dom-inant political power of the last days, an aspect of the former Greek empire remains potent.  There’s a component within the end-time Roman Empire that perpetuates the legacy of Greece thru to the end.  

Ancient Greek philosophy remains quite alive in the academic and especially the religious power- structure of the end time.  Key components of refined Gnosticism live on in modern day religion.  By ‘refined’, I mean certain Hellenistic ideas blended into ‘christian’ theology, despite their non-Biblical and even anti-Biblical character.  Though politically the empire is Roman, the religious com-ponent of the empire remains Hellenistic (Gnostic).   Religion will help empower and legitimize Rome’s political restoration of the last days.  We can see that from the account in Revelation 13:11-18
This is the element that astonished and sapped Daniel’s strength: that pagan philosophy (the ‘deep things of Satan’,
 ) would mature under Alexander’s empire, and would spread into and through-out the cultures of the world, remaining a potent factor even to the end time!   Not only that it would persist, but that it would invade and contam-inate what should have been the True religion, and be instrumental in the ultimate downfall of many of the peoples of God.  (Deceiving even the ‘very elect’ (Matthew 24:24))  
Hellenistic culture and Gnostic philosophy contam-inated Jewish theology well before the first century and entered Christian theology as soon as it could.  It was the instrument of the intent expressed in Revelation 12:4.  (To devour her child as soon as it was born!)   It provided the water for the great flood (of mis-information) described in verse 12:15.
Ten Kings, One BEAST

Understanding the general intent of Chapters 2 and 7 are important to understanding Chapter 8.  Ten ‘kings’ of central Europe, (the area of most of the restorations of the Roman Empire since Constan-tine)  will collaborate to form a super state, headed by a monstrous being.  After this combine forms, a religious Beast will emerge from the shadows, will sit atop the political Beast, and suppress three of those kings, leaving seven prominent.  Those ten kings will subsequently come to regret their action, and will come to absolutely HATE the religious Beast, working to ultimately destroy her!   It’s a fascinating story.  Read my article on the 7th Chapter of Daniel.
God has revealed something quite extraordinary.  We have the tools to also decipher who is the religious Beast mentioned in so many places:  Daniel 7, Revelation 13 and 17, Daniel 8 and 11. Her primary component, the mystery of lawless-ness, is easily seen, once we know its source, its culture and its general persuasion toward God and His Saints, those “who keep the commandments and have the faith and testimony of Jesus”.
(Rev. 12:17,  14:12,  &  22:14)
Alexander’s legacy lives on in the reprobate religion that has dominated the various restorations of the Holy Roman Empire throughout history.  It is our solemn duty to ‘keep ourselves unspotted from the world’.   To “come out of her…and touch not her unclean things.” 
  “All nations have been made drunk on the wine of her fornication.”  
Potent warning!    Frightening times!!               Ω
�  An incredible encounter between the Jewish High Priest Jaddua and Alexander following the successful siege of Tyre is recorded in Josephus, Book XI, Chapter 8:5.  Alexander was shown the then 200 year old Book of Daniel, and saw in it that individual he understood to be himself.


�  “Seeing the necessity of preparing their country for the coming struggle with Rome, Antiochus IV, a man of vision, desired to strengthen his kingdom through religious unity., integrating all its gods…  In this context, Antiochus Epip-hanes violated the promise of his father, Antiochus III to the Jews,  to respect their religious autonomy, and supported Menelaus, a Hellenized High Priest.”  (Macmillan Bible Atlas, 1977, Article 184. (This was some 200 years before the Church era.)





�  Revelation 2:9, 13,  15,  24.  We see a progression into rank Satanic theology as the Church ages progress. Even one of them is named.  The Nicolaitanes (v. 6 & 15) were Gnostics!


�  2nd Corinthians 6:17,   Revelation 17:2-4
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